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Read about persuasive essays.

A persuasive essay is similar to an opinion essay in that 

the writer seeks to convince the reader to agree with the 

points that he or she is making. The language in a 

persuasive essay is usually stronger, as the writer takes a 

stand on a topic of importance. In the introductory 

paragraph, the writer states his or her position. Then, the 

writer provides reasons and examples to support that 

position and convince the reader to agree.



Have Ss skim the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.

Read the model. What does the writer want to be done about 
the use of wild animals in circuses?



Have Ss scan the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.



Teach the writing skill and have the Ss do the task in class.



Writing input

Strong, Emotional Language

Life in the circus is a terrible life for animals. It is hard to believe that in this day 

and age, we still accept animals being taken away from their natural environment 

and used for the sole purpose of entertainment. While some countries are taking 

steps in the right direction, far too many people still do not consider what a horrible 

way this is to treat animals. There is no question in my mind that the use of wild 

animals in circuses should be banned.



Writing output

Use the underlined phrases to write a few sentences 
about animals in circuses.



Writing input

Strong, Emotional Language

Can you picture being separated from your family and made to travel, performing for 

others? Obviously not; it's hard to even think about.



Writing output

Use the underlined phrases to write a sentence
about animals in circuses.



Writing input
Strong, Emotional Language



Writing output

Use the underlined phrases to write a sentence
about animals in circuses.



Write a first draft of a persuasive essay about an 

animal rights issue. Remember to use strong, 

emotional language. Use the essay in 1B as a model.

Read the directions aloud. Then have Ss complete the task as homework.


